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About The West Bengal National University
of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata

               BNUJS was established under the National
University of Juridical Sciences Act of 1999 to
promote legal education and research in India. It
officially started functioning in 2000. The
WBNUJS remains one of the only three national
law schools in India which have the honourable
Chief Justice of India as the Chancellor who is also
the Chairman of the General Council, the supreme
policy-making body of the University. This set-up
provides an aura of exclusivity and rare stature to
this premier law school of India. Prof. (Dr.)
Nirmal Kanti Chakrabarti is the Vice Chancellor of
the University. The University boasts of a highly
qualified and experienced faculty, many of whom
are leading experts in their respective fields of law
and social sciences. Their expertise contributes
significantly to the quality of legal education
provided at this University.  

               The WBNUJS is considered one of the best
amongst the elite national law schools in India
built on the five-year law degree model proposed
and implemented by the Bar Council of India.

               The campus is equipped with state-of-
the-art facilities, including modern
classrooms, a well-stocked library, research
centres and moot courtrooms. These facilities
enhance the learning experience for students.
The University encourages research in various
legal areas. It has several research centres
and institutes dedicated to specific branches
of law and the social sciences. The University
also publishes various journals and
publications, contributing to legal
scholarship.

               The WBNUJS collaborates with
various national and international institutions
to facilitate academic exchange, research, and
collaboration. It stands as a beacon of legal
education and research in India, producing
skilled professionals who are well-equipped
to excel in the legal profession, academia, and
public service and to assist the Criminal
Justice System.
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About The Centre for Studies in Legal History

      he Centre works on the digitization of Ancient Indian legal sources,
such as relevant portions of the Vedas, the Dharmasastra, the
Arthasastra, the Puranas, the Mimansha School of Hindu Law and
even plays such as the Mrichchakatika. It is currently engaged in the
publication of a volume compiling legal principles gleaned from Ancient
Indian Texts to provide a holistic view of the legal systems prevalent in
Ancient India. It also aims to digitize relevant High Court judgments and
other sources for the use of legal researchers and honourable members
of the Bar and the Bench. In December 2023, the Centre collaborated
with the GGSIPU to hold the 4th All India Legal History Congress at the
University School of Law there. On behalf of this centre, Professor
Rupendra Kumar Chattopadhyay presented a paper on Ancient Indian
Legal Systems at the Legal History Congress. The Centre also aims to
hold regular seminars, conferences and workshops on issues related to
the origin and development of Indian legal systems.
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About the Conference
      he 5th ALL INDIA LEGAL HISTORY CONGRESS is being hosted by the
Centre for Studies in Legal History, The West Bengal National University
of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata. It aims to explore the interface between law
and history to generate critical insights into the interdisciplinary
connections between the two fields, with special focus on the rising trends
in law, ethics, historiography, and the associated arenas in humanities
and social sciences. The Congress will focus on four primary themes:
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Law and History, Rethinking Law and
Legal History, Law, Community, and Sustainability, and Law and the Issue
of Representation. The conference intends to explore interdisciplinary
approaches to Law by exploring evidence-based research and sustainable
research in legal history. The Congress will prove to be a vibrant summit
of scholars and enthusiasts throwing new light on the intertwined
branches of law and history. It will provide a grand opportunity to the
participants for intellectual exchanges, promotion of interdisciplinary
dialogues, and strengthening of historical understanding through its
diverse range of keynote addresses, panel discussions, and interactive
sessions and thereby break the conventional barriers of knowledge.
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CALL FOR PAPERS

CONFERENCE BROAD THEMES
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Law and History

Rethinking Law and Legal History

Law, Community and Sustainability 

Law and the Issue of Representation

CONFERENCE SUB THEMES
Intellectual History of the Indian Legal System

Decolonizing the Indian legal system

Towards a Bharatiya Legal System: Rethinking Laws for a Civilizational Nation

Contribution of heterodox/nastika traditions of Indian philosophy, with special

reference to Buddhism and Jainism, in the growth and development of Indian legal

heritage.

Relationship between dharma, law, and ethics

Vulnerable tribes and laws

Law and Sustainable Development in India

From Reactive to Proactive Laws

Legal System for a Vikshit Bharat

Customary laws in India: Issues and challenges

Law and Education: Revisiting and rethinking legal pedagogy

Law and the women’s question

Marginal communities and legal systems: Representation and reforms

Legal reforms in the agrarian sector: Taxation and revenue systems

Public perceptions of law and legal institutions

Law, Media, and Popular Culture

Law, literature, textuality, and history

New research in juridical sciences and legal historiography

Psychology, language, society, and law

Legal technology and history

Superheroes and legal justice

Law and censorship: A historical appraisal



SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACT:
The participants are required to submit their abstracts, adhering to the
Submission Guidelines, no later than 30thSeptember 2024 to the following
email address: 5thlegalhistorycongress@nujs.edu with their names,
designation, permanent/corresponding address, contact details, and email
ID.
The abstract/proposal should contain 300 to 500 words with 3-5 keywords
in doc. format, clearly summarizing the arguments and should be titled as:
Abstract (Name of the Article). 
 Selected abstracts will be notified through email by 18th October 2024.

FILLING THE REGISTRATION FORM
After the selection of the abstract, the authors/co-authors will be required
to fulfil the registration process by filling Google Form with necessary
details by 31st October 2024 available on the university website and paying
the registration fees.

REGISTRATION FEES* 
Faculty and Research Scholars: INR 4000/-
Students: INR 1500/-

 * Registration Fees include GST.
**Any fees paid are Non-Refundable.
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ELIGIBILITY
The Conference invites research papers from historians, academicians, legal
practitioners, independent researchers and researchers from all disciplines of
humanities and social sciences, specifically law students pursuing B.A, LL.B.
/LL.M./Ph.D. from any recognized university.

REGISTRATION PROCESS 

Google Form

mailto:5thlegalhistorycongess@nujs.edu
https://forms.gle/XBm7XEEgU4Sh3zhTA


SUBMISSION OF REGISTRATION FEES 
In order to complete the payment process, the applicants will have to pay it
through SBI Collect link. 

All participants are requested to follow the following instructions for making
the payment:

Access https://www.onlinesbi.sbi/sbicollect/icollecthome.htm
Select Type of Category as ‘Educational Institutions’
Select the Institutions Name as ‘The West Bengal National University of
Juridical Sciences’
Select the Payment Category as ‘All India Legal History Congress’. 

The above link will be live as per details mentioned below:
01-09-2024 to 30-11-2024

Please don’t use any special character during filling the information, kindly
note the SBI Collect Reference Number.

After paying the registration fees, each applicant must upload a screenshot
of the Transaction ID or the Reference Number on the Google Form link for
registration.

The last date of registering online and payment of registration fees is 31st
October 2024. 
Last Date for Late Registration (With a Late Fee) is 30th November 2024.

FULL PAPER SUBMISSION
After the acceptance of the abstract, a full paper of length 5,000-6,000
words (excluding footnotes) in 12-15 pages should be sent to the following
email address: 5thlegalhistorycongress@nujs.edu. Adherence to primary
sources of data for writing the papers will be encouraged. 

The last date of submission of full paper is 15th November 2024.
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FORMAT
The paper must be written in British English, typed using Times New Roman
(Normal style, Font size 12) and in MS-Word. Page size should be A4, single
column with 2.5 cm (1 inch) margin on all sides with single line spacing. All
pages of the manuscript (including Tables and Figures) must be numbered.
Name of the author, designation, permanent/corresponding address,
contact details, and email id should be written under the title of the paper.

CITATION STYLE
OSCOLA (Oxford Standard for the Citation of Legal Authorities) is the
prescribed citation style. Citation of sources should appear in both the body
of the text (as in-text citation) and at the end of the work (as a reference
list). 

CO-AUTHORSHIP
The option of co-authorship is available for up to two authors. 
The submission must be the original work of the authors. Any form of
plagiarism will lead to direct rejection. The decision of the organizers in case
of conflict of interest shall be final. 
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REGISTRATION PROCESS 
LAST DATE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION:                    30TH SEPTEMBER 2024

ACCEPTANCE OF ABSTRACT:                                                18TH OCTOBER 2024

LAST DATE OF REGISTRATION:                                            31ST OCTOBER 2024

LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF FULL PAPER:            15TH NOVEMBER 2024

LAST DATE FOR REGISTRATION
        (WITH A LATE FEE):                                                                       30TH NOVEMBER 2024

DATES OF THE CONFERENCE:                                               9TH, 10TH AND 11TH 
                                                                                                                           JANUARY, 2025
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 ACCOMMODATION
The university will be unable to provide accommodation to all participants due
to space constraints at the campus. However, free accommodation (university
hostel) will be provided to the student and/or scholar as author and/or co-
author (maximum 10 in number) whose papers are selected for presentation.

CONTACT
All queries may be addressed to this email:
5thlegalhistorycongress@nujs.edu

Dr. Bikramjit De :- 8697907565
        Working President                 

Dr. Farheena Rahman :- 9434876324   
        Organizing Secretary

Mr. Rebanta Gupta :- 8697199431  
        Joint Secretary
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Organized by 
Centre for Studies in Legal History, The West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences,

Kolkata
in association with

Indian Association of Legal History,
University School of Law and Legal Studies, Guru Govind Singh Indraprastha University 

Indian Council of Social Science Research (Eastern Regional Centre)

The history of what the law has been is necessary to the knowledge of what the law is.
-Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. (1841-1935), Former Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States

 
Law and history have often been treated as two separate and distant disciplines, with no apparent connections
tethering them. Lawyers and historians have largely lived on two separate islands of existence with little
dialogues and exchanges of ideas between them, and the juridical sciences and historical studies have developed
over the years as two distinct branches of a river without a zone of confluence. As ideas and disciplines around the
world have slowly started to converge and mingle, thanks to globalization and revolutions in the intellectual
sphere, new archipelagos of thoughts are taking shape. It can now be said that the time has come to explore the
surface-level and subterranean links that bind the two vibrant disciplines of law and history. Law is frozen
history, in an elementary sense, everything we study when we study law is the report of an event in history, and all
history consists of such records or reports (Friedrich, 1961). This conference aims to initiate dialogues between
the legal and the historical to explore the common interface between them, which will not only generate new
epistemological insights into these disciplines but will also help the participants and the audience alike in
understanding the evolutionary trajectory and development of the legal system over the years, since the birth of
the human society. This conference will broadly highlight the following themes to understand not only the
discursive network between law and history, but how this network extends up to other disciplines of humanities
and social sciences and consequently has had an impact on them: 1) Rethinking law and legal history, 2) Law,
Community, and Sustainability, 3) Law and the Issue of Representation, 4) Interdisciplinary Approaches to Law.

C O N C E P T  N O T E



The dawn of human society also marks the dawn of the legal system, that helped to govern human behavior and
conduct, and facilitated the evolution of a society towards betterment. The ancient Indians followed dharma, the
moral or the righteous paths derived from nature. Dharma was one of the four Purusharthas (the four proper
goals or aims of human life), which sustained society and upheld the cardinal values of truthfulness, honesty,
generosity, and other virtues, both in the domestic and the public spheres. The Indian legal history has traversed
through several junctions before attaining its present form; starting with the kingdom of dharma, it journeyed
through Manusmriti in the post-Vedic age, the Fatawa’Alamgiri during the Mughal era, witnessed the arrival of
modern Indian Penal Code (1860) during the British Period, and finally, attained a new dimension with the
emergence of the Constitution of India in the post-independence period, where the latest development has been
the introduction of the Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (2023). The conference invites scholars to present a critical
examination of the different trends of the Indian legal system over the years, the changes in legal historiography,
and the allied issues of dharma, ethics, morals, customs, and traditions that animate the juridical atmosphere of
India. The modern Indian legal system is by and large modeled on Western legal systems, with British and
American laws serving as primary sources of inspiration. But these laws seem to have been inadequate so far as
the civilizational spirit of India is concerned; their alien structures, superimposed on the Indian society and
psyche during the colonial and postcolonial eras, do not sufficiently reflect the civilizational ethos of this nation,
where dharmahad been the mainstay of public life for millenniums. The need to decolonize the Indian legal
system, therefore, naturally arises, where laws will be promulgated following the cultural and civilizational
currents of India, which will reflect the spirit of Indian people and their idiosyncrasies. Scholars and researchers
are invited to share their thoughts on the prospects and challenges of this practice of decoloniality, which will
encourage the revamping of the existing judicial system.

The attention of the world has been laser-focused for quite some time on what might be described as the
Sustainable Development Goals. As many as seventeen SDGs have been enunciated by the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) to create a better tomorrow for upcoming generations. As the pernicious effects of pollution,
filth, illiteracy, economic disparity, and environmental degradation are enveloping the planet, concerns about
providing an equitable and hospitable Earth to future generations were echoed through the promulgation of the
SDGs. One of its main concerns has been around the future of the indigenous people who are battling against
global crisis and are getting marginalized and otherized every single moment. Measures are now being
undertaken to preserve tribal people and folk culture by connecting them with the SDGs, where issues like the
freedom to decide the trajectory of tribal lives, and the preservation of tribal language, culture, and autonomy
are getting associated with the SDG agenda. The interface between law and sustainable development in India has
been relatively underexplored, and discussions on how the legal system has historically addressed this issue and
what more needs to be done are invited by this conference. One can trace the historical context, development, and
outcomes of the Indian laws addressing environmental issues and promoting sustainable development principles,
such as the Environmental (Protection) Act of 1986 or the National Green Tribunal Act of 2010, to understand the
growth and development of the ‘sustainability arc’ of the Indian judicial system and its impact on the society and
environment.

India is a diverse, multicultural, multiethnic, and multilingual nation, where the issue of representation has
always been a contested domain, and the legal system bears testimony to it. As the Indian nation slowly shifted its
gears from a patriarchal and hierarchized mode to embrace a more egalitarian and liberal society, new laws have
been formed time and again with the amendment of the existing ones, to ensure greater representation of the 



disenfranchised and the downtrodden. Women, tribals, and marginal communities have traditionally had a
precarious position in society as far as the issues of rights and representation are concerned, and this conference
aims to discuss how the legal system is facilitating greater representation of these sections of society and
promulgating judicial reforms to articulate their voices. Participants can focus on how the Indian judicial system
has historically treated women, what are some landmark moments in the Indian judicial history that went in favor
of women and what have been the consequences, what is the current status of women in the legal profession and in
the process of decision making, to mention a few points. The same inquiries could be replicated with tribal and
other marginal communities in mind, to understand how their problems and predicaments are being addressed by
the legal system, and how has been their contribution and participation in changing the course of Indian legal
history. Why are the upper echelons of the judiciary still populated mostly with upper caste people with very few
people from the tribal or Dalit communities? How have these communities participated in the legal profession
over the years? What new reforms in laws are required to be undertaken in the context of the existing laws to
ensure greater representation of the aforementioned communities? The conference invites participants to
highlight these points. 

The rise of interdisciplinarity in academia has shattered the watertight compartments of various disciplines and
new integrated intellectual circuits are surfacing, providing fresh critical insights into different issues concerning
history, society, and culture. Juridical sciences share close rapport with other disciplines like history,
anthropology, sociology, political science, economics, psychology, language studies, and cultural studies, to
name a few. The legal discipline cannot survive on its own, and the genesis and development of laws can only be
fathomed by understanding the dense network of the other disciplines that in a way inform and shape legal
studies. This conference encourages the presenters to come up with fresh insights into the symbiotic connections
between law and other disciplines, keeping in mind the historical trends behind them. For instance, an intriguing
area could be the public and media perception of laws, and their impact on domains like politics, policy-making,
film, television, and other entertainment industries, and international relations. How does the society perceive a
law? How does the media interpret it? What effect does it have on the public psyche? What are the historical and
sociological trends behind the development of mass psychology of law? What is the politics behind the
representation of laws and legal systems in popular culture? These issues and questions beyond them could be
explored in the papers presented at the conference, which will inaugurate new intellectual avenues.
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